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in their own bosoms, they declare their 
readiness to agree to any arrangement 
founded on eqnal principles of respect 
lor those of others, that shall give satis- 
faction and security to hoth. 

London, Feb. 1, 1810. 

At a numerous and most respectable 
mectins! of English Roman Catholic 
r,oblenien, gentlemen, and clergy, held 
this day> at the St. Alban'.s tavern, 
the followingresolutions were unanimously 
adopted i 
The RighlUon lordSlo'irton, in ike chair. 

Resolved, 1. That the Roman Catholics 
of En^-land arc subject to several penal 
and disabling statutes, which have the 
most humiliating and depressing opera- 
tion upon them, and by which they are 
reduced to a stale of political^ degrada- 
tion, highly injurious to their country and 
to themselves. 

2. That arrived, as the united king- 
dom is, at the crisis of its fate, unani- 
uiily among all classes of his majesty's 
fiubjects, is most essentia] for the pre- 
set vatiori of the empire, and that nothing 
can produce that unanimity, but an equal 
participation in the rights, privileges, 
and immunities.of the British constitution. 

3. That the petition signed by the 
Human Catholics of England, for the re- 
peal ot these statutes, be presented to 
parliament. 

4. That Earl Grey be requested to pre- 
sent the same to the house of lords, 
and that the Right Hon. William Wind- 
ham ,btt rtque»ted to present the same 
to the house of commons. 

5. That the Knglish Roman Catholics, 
in soliciting the attention of parliament 
to their petition, are actuated, not uiore 
by a sense ot the hardships and dis- 
abilities under which they labour, than 
by a desire to secure, on the most 
solid foundation, the peace and harmony 
of the British empire; and to obtam 
tor themselves opportunities of manifest- 
ing, by the most active exertions, their 
zunl and interest in the common cause 
in v'hich their country is engaged, tor 
the maintenance of its freedom and in- 
dependence; and, that they are (irmly 
persuaded, that adequate provision for 
the maintenance of the civil and re- 
Ii(ii^)us estaljlis.'uoents of this kingdom, 
n ay be made, consistently with the 
f tricfest adherence on their part, to the 
lenents and discipline of the Roman 
t tttKiUc religi<m And, that any arrange- 
ment founded on this basis of mutual 
satisfaction and security, and extending 
to them the full enjoyment of the civil 
constitution of their country, will meet 
with their grateful coucurrence. 



6. That the thanks of the Knglish Ro- 
man Catholics be given to our secretary, 
Kdward Jerningham, esq. for his una- 
bated zeal, persevering assiduity, and 
distinguished prudence in the manage- 
ment of our cause. 

7. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the Right Honourable luid 
Stuurton, for his conduct in the chair. 

STOURfON, CHAIBMAN. 



PARLIAMENTARY REFOR.M. 
At a meeting of the inhabitant-house- 
holders, electors of the city and liberty 
of Westminster, held in New Palace- yard, 
the 9lh day of February, 1810, Arthur 
Morris, esq.- High liailitf, in the Chair. — 
It was resolved. 

That in a petition presented to the 
house of coimiions, on the 0th day of JVIay, 
1793, and entered on its journals, it was 
averred, and offered to be proved at the 
bar, that t.i4 individuals (peers and others) 
did, by their own authority, Appoint, or 
procure the return of 307 members of that 
house (independent of those from Scot- 
land) who were tints enabled lo decide 
all questions in tiie name ot the wiiotu 
people of (ireat Britain. 

That in a report presented to the said 
house during the last session, it app(.ars 
that a Uriie portion of tbenicmbeTs theit- 
of, are placemen and pensioners, depend- 
ent on the crown. 

That in a petition presented to the said 
house on the 9th d'ly or December, 1790, 
and enlered on its journals, it was avem-d 
that '* seats therein were as iiot^>riuns[v 
rented and bought as standings for cattle 
in a lair ;" which assertion was then resent- 
ed as '* scandalous and libelous ;'* but 
when, on the Hth day »f iVlay last, mo 
of his Majesty's iiiiiiisters were accused 
of being concerned in the sale of a seal, 
they were screened tiotn imniihtutnt, uii 
a plea of the extren.e imtoiii ty ot the 
which many of its mi-mbcrs unblushingiy 
justtlied. 

That to this deft ctive state of the le- 
preseijtation, is to be aitnonted lung, nn- 
fortiiiiaie, and destructive w-. rs ; ti»e iin- 
minse debt and ta>.es with which tiie 
country is hnrthened ; and those perni- 
cious councils which havedeprived our ti i- 
lovv subjects, the citizens of London, i-f 
their ancient and < oiistitutional right of 
petition to the King. 

That by these corruptions, the people 
are deprived of their lawful sh.rre m the 
governuient, by repre^entiition in thecooi- 
tnons house of parliament, which share 
has been usurped by an unlawful uligaicliy 
of buruugb uioiigertr. 
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That a complete Wfdtni hi the repre- 
seiitatioii woaUl destroy tht corrupt inSn- 
«.iiee of the borough faction, secare to tlie 
croivii ils Just preroifatives, and rettoine to 
tliie people thoiw ri^ts of which they «re 
unlawfully deprived. 

'I'liat when the principles of oar coosti- 
tutioii shall be reduced tft practice, the 
«x[>eivies, disorder^, ai.d tniniiltsatt<;nding 
t^lections, wiH be avoided ; the rights and 
iibertiesof the people secured ; taxes les- 
sened) tbeiHMf^al and grievtius imposition 
of the pi'opfcrty tax removed j and future 
btirtheiisprerented. Corruption will then 
be no iotiger necessary, miicb less avow- 
ed to be nece:i$ary, firr the administration 
of public aA'aira. 

That a petrtioa to bit Majesty b^ noiv 
read («'bicl) hcingr done) it was resolved, 
that this be the |ierition; that the H'lfh 
Bailiff do sign this petitioii ; that our Re- 
pvesemativen, tiie Hon. Lord Cochrane, 
sod Sir Fraacts Burdett, bart. acrompa- 
Micd by the Hifib Bailiff, be requested to 
<ieliver the same to bis Majt^sty. 

Tb«i a petition to the bouse of com- 
WHI1IS be now raad (wtiicb, beio^'done) it 
lias resolved, that ihis be the petition ; — 
that the Higb Bailiff, and '25 inhabitant 
householders, do sign this petition ; that 
h be delivinvd to obr representatives, the 
Hon. Lord Cochrane, aod Sir P. Burdett, 
bart. to t>e presented tu the huuse. And 
they are bertby instructed to support the 
saoie. 

That the thanks of this meeting be giv- 
en lumir worthy representatives, the Hon. 
Loiti Cochrane, and Sir F. ■ Vurdett, 
bart. for their general cuuduct in parlia. 
■lent. 

That the thanks <rf this meeting be giv- 
en to Sir P. Bnrdett. bairt. for calling upon 
the bouse of comoion*, dnrin^ the last 
session, to take into their considnaiion 
the state of the representatian, and lor 
kis able and coustitational speech on that 
occasion. 

That the tbanks of this meeting be 
given to Arthur Morris, esq. High Bailiff, 
tor the promptness wittt which he called 
this meeting, and for his impartial cuiiUucl 
in the chair. 

(Signed) AtTHUR Mokris, 

High Bailiff. 
Tie Petition to the Kms;. 

" We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the inhabitant bouseholderi, e- 
lectors of the city and liberty of West- 
minster, respectfully approach yonr Ma- 
jestv's throne, to declare our anxious soli- 
citude for the honour of your crown and 
(he safety of your doaiinions | and uot- 
withstanding the uocoostitutiona) and o- 
4iott9 bdrrierii which by evii-miutUd coun- 



sellors, have recently been plaeM between 
your Majesty, and our fellow Subjects, the 
citizens of London, we bearing in ifrind, 
that the same acts of pariiameiit which, 
and Which aMne, made the C'niivn of Eng- 
land your Majesty's hirth-rigbt, declar- 
ed, as having always existed, the right 
of petition to be our birtb-right. We 
humbly state to your Majesty, that it \3 
with the deepest affliction We hare observ- 
ed tite raftid lendeooy of this our beloved 
country, to that state of things which pre- 
pare nations for foreign subjui^ation, the 
oaose of which, we humbly . submit, is to 
be found in one of the three estates, of 
tvhich the government of these realms is 
composed, having lost its independence. 
We will neither detail to your Majesty, 
the proofs offered to be produced at the 
bar of the bouse of commons, on the 6th 
day of May, l'i93 ; nor those of the gene- 
rally received opibioa of your Majesty's 
faithtut and loyal sobjecte, that a majority 
of tlie members are not returned to that 
bo<ise, by the people, but are placed there 
by a corrupt oligarchy of boroogb-mcrne- 
ers : but with sorrow of heart we find 
ourselves compelled to declare to your 
Mayesty oor firm conviction that corrup- 
tion has been established and avowed in 
that house, and oor belief that to this 
c^use ought tu be attributed the unfortu- 
nate circumstances which have afflicted 
yonr people, and brought your Majesty's 
douiinions iuto«uch iuimiueiit peril, that 
te pieserve them from subjugation by a 
f >e which Guglaad for ages despised, will 
as your Majesty basbeen graciously please 
ed to tell us, " require the utmost efforts 
of vigilance, fortitude, and perseverani^e." 
We humbly represent to your Majesty, 
that the evils we so feelingly dep4or«, have 
Caused the destrucliou of almost all the 
kingdoms and states ou the contineni of 
Kurope ; t^te corruptions of their govern- 
ments, by alienating the affections of the 
people, bavijig rendered them an easy con- 
quest to tite armies of Praare, With un- 
feigned regret we stdte these lamentable 
circumstances to your Majesty ; but we 
are not without hope, we have a resource 
ill the constitution of 'OUr country, and 
need only recur to its principles to be a' 
gain the great and glorious nation we were 
in former times : and we are fully con- 
vinced, that all our dangers may he avert, 
ed, yiMir majesty's throne secured, the 
rights and liberties of your people restor- 
ed, aiidthi* nation once muie become the 
ailmiraltion of the world — i^oiply, but only 
by an efficient reform in the commons 
house of parliament. We, therefore hnm- 
bly pray, that your Majesty will bepli as- 
rii to adoptsueb measures, as iti your M»* 
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jestv's wisdom shaU seem meet, for efFect- 
inir a constitutional reform in the com- 
mons house of parliament, and for secur- 
iii"' to 3'our people the reality and uses of 
representation-" 
The Pelitinn to the House of Commons, 
" That in a petition presented to your 
honourable house, by Charles Grey, esq. 
(now fiarl Grey) on Monday the 6th day 
of May, 1793, and which petition was en- 
tered on the jotirnals of your honourable 
house, it was averred, and offered to be 
proved, 

" That the house of commons did not 
fully aiid fairly lepresent the people of 
England. That the elective franchise was 
so partially and unequally distributed, that 
a majority of your honourable house was 
elected by less than a two hundredth part 
of the male population. That the right 
of voting was regulated by no uniform or 
rational principle. That Rutland, the 
smallest, and Yorkshire, the largest coun- 
ty returned the same number of repre- 
sentatives. That Cornwall, which by the 
census taken by order of parliament, ap- 
peals to contain a population of 183,209, 
*' returns as many members to your ho- 
nourable house as the counties of York, 
Rutland, and Middlesex," which by the 
same census, contain 1,693,377. " And 
tbatCornwall.and Wilts," containing 373, 
376 p(irsons,"send more borough members 
to parliament than Yorkshire, Lancashire, 
Warwickshire, Middlesex, Worcesterhsire 
and Somersetshire, which united, contain 
2,971,250. "That 70 of your honour- 
aole members, are returned by 35 places, 
where the electiuns are notoriously mere 
matters of form. That, in addition to the 
10 so chosen, 90 more of your honourable 
members are elected by 46 places, iu none 
of which the number of electors exceed 
50. That in addition to the 160 so elect- 
ed, 37 more of your honourable members, 
are elected by 19 places, In none of which 
the number of electors exceed 100. That 
in addition to the 197 honourable members 
so chosen, 52 more are returned by 26 
places, in none of which the number of 
voters exceed 200. That in addition to 
the 249 so elected, 20 more are returned 
lur counties in Scotland by less than 100 
f'itttors each, and 10 for counties in Scot- 
land by less than 250 each. That in ad- 
dition to the 279 so elected, 13 districts of 
burghs in Scotland, not containing 100 
voters each, and 2 districts of burghs, not 
containing 125 cachj return 15 more of 
your honourable members. That in this 
manner 294 of your honourable members 
are chosen, which being a decided major- 
ity of the entire house of comiouni*, are 

BELFAST MAG. NO, XIX. 



enahled to decide all questions inthe name 
of the whole people of Great Britain.— 
That 84 individuals do, by their mvn im- 
mediate authority, send 157 of your ho- 
nourable membersito parliament. That 
in addition to these 157 honourable mem- 
bers, 150 more, making in the whole 307, 
are returned to your honourable house, not 
by the collective voice of those whom 
they appear to represent, but by the re- 
commendation of 70 powerful indiyiduals, 
added to the 84 before-mentioned, and 
making the total number of patrons alto- 
gether only 154, who return a decided 
majority of your honourable house. That 
uo less than 150 of your honourable mem- 
bers owe their elections entirely to the \a~ 
terfcreuce of peers : and that 40 peers, ia 
defiance of the resolutions of your ho- 
nourable house, have possessed themselves 
of so many burgage tenures, and obtained 
such an absolute and uncontrouled com- 
mand in very many small boroughs in the 
kingdom, as to be enabled, by their own 
positive authority, to return 81 of your 
honourable members. That seats in your 
honourable house are sought for at a most 
extravagant and increasing rate of ex- 
pense. That the means taken by candi- 
dates to obtain, and by electors to bestow 
the honour of a seat in your honourable 
house, evidently appear to have been in- 
creasing in a progressive degree of fraud 
and corruption.** 

Your petitioners are of opinion, that if 
the representation of the people in your 
honourable house had not been very de- 
fective and unequal, they should not now 
have to complain of the sad effects pro- 
duced by several unfortunate and destruc- 
tive wars, or of the immens<> debt and 
taxes with which the tountry is bur- 
thened. They lament, that your honour- 
able house have not thought fit to take the 
petition, containing the above' allegations 
intoyour serious consideration J the more 
so, as, since the time it was entered on 
the journals of your honourable house, the 
above causes cannot but have increased 
the number of corrupt persons who barter 
for seats. And it is with grief we state, 
that when a direct and distinct charge was 
made in your honourable house, on the 
1 Itli day of May last, against Lord Castle, 
rea^h, and Mr. Perceval, members thereof, 
»nd at the same time two of his .Majesty's 
ministers, of having sold a seat therein, 
that your honourable house refused to in- 
stitute any inquiry j we are therefore com- 
pelled to conclude, that the only alterna- 
tive whieh is left our country is a radical 
reform in the representation, or a final «x- 
tiuctioD of itli liberties. 
X 
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We cannot conceal from your honour- 
able house our apprehensions, that the 
prayer of this our petition will not be at- 
tended to until It be too late ; but your 
petitioners will, in any event, have the sa- 
tisfaction arising from a conscientious dis- 
cbarge of the duty they owe their country. 
Your petitioners most earnestly request, 
that your honourable house will, at an ear- 
ly day, -cause inquiry to be made into the 
present defective state of the representa- 
tion, and adopt such other means as shall 
prevent the choice of representatives from 
being "committed to select bodies of men, 
of such limited numbers as render them 
an easy prey to the artful, or a ready pur- 
chase to the wealthy ;" and to shorten 
the duratation of parliaments; and by re- 
moving the causes of that confusion, liti- 
g;ation, and expanse, with which they are 
at this day conducted, to render frequent 
aDdnewelection$,whatourancestorsatthe 
revolution asserted them to be, the means 
of a happy union and good agreement be- 
tween the king and the people. 

COMMON HALL. 

Yesterday there was a very numerous 
meeting at Guildhall, to receive the re- 
port of the Sheriffs, with regard to their 
proceedings to procure an audience of 
the King, for the purpose of laying 
before his Majesty the resolutions of the 
last Common Hall. 

According to the statement of the She- 
Tiffs, it appeared that they had some 
interviews with the Secretary of State, 
in which they applied for an audience 
of bis Majesty, in compliance with the di- 
rections, of the Livery, but tbey found 
their applications unavailing. They left 
a letter with the Secretary of State ex- 
pressive of the objects of their appli. 
cations, and to this, the answer was, 
that it had been laid before his Majesty, 
who declined to grant the audience re- 
quired, because he had for the last four 
years in consequence of the state of his 
.sight, declined to receive any addresses 
and petitions at the levee, and he did not 
feel it right to make any distinction. 

After Aldermen Wood and Atkins had 
made this communication, which was 
received with strong expresiioiis of dis- 
content, 

Mr. Favel! stood forward, and in mov- 
ing, certain resolutions as expressive of 
the opinion of the meeting upon this re- 
port, called to their recoiiection the 
marked censure of the great Lord Chat- 
ham, upon the minister of his day, tor 
returning an unfavourable anavve? to an 
address from the city of London. But 
how much more censurable was the con- 



duct of that Minister, who absolutely 
refused even to receive the address of 
that city. {Shouts of hear ! hear I) 
Mr. Jones seconded the resolutions. 
After the first resolution had been car- 
ried, and the second was put- 
Mr. Sheriff Atkins presented himself 
to the Hall, and in a very elaborate 
speech endeavoured to shew that the Li- 
very never posbessed the right of pre- 
senting any address or petition to his 
Majesty upon the throne. The worthy 
Sheriff had gone on for some time in this 
strain, with occasional interruptions, but 
at length there was a general burst of 
indignation, which rendered it expedient 
for bim to retire, 

Mr. Waithman then appeared, and was 
received with acclamations of applause. 
He pointed out the mistake under which 
the honourable Alderman had been ar- 
guing throughout. For that Honourable 
Gentleman had confounded the right •f 
the corporation to present any address 
or petition to his Majesty upon the 
throne, with that claimed by the Livery 
en this occasion, to present their ad- 
dress or remonstrance at the Levee. 
But the refusal to allow the Sheriffs •f 
London a personal audience of his Majesty 
on this occasion, was really calculated 
to excite both astonishment and indig- 
nation -, for such a refusal had never 
been attempted before, up to this parti- 
cular instance. It would be recollected 
that wiien his Majesty first declined, in 
1795, to receive the petitions of the 
Livery on the throne, it was prescribed 
to present such petitions at the Levee, 
and to that prescription it was now pro- 
posed to conform. But Ministers would 
not allow of even that conformity. 
They required that the whole thing 
should be vested in their discretien— 
either to throw the address or resolutions 
in the fire, or to communicate them to 
his Majesty. But the Livery shewed 
a disposition even to concede, in some 
degree, to Ministers. At the last Com- 
mon Hall the right was «aved to pre- 
sent a petition to his Majesty at the 
Levee, and it was proposed merely to 
require a personal audience. For the 
first time, this was denied — for the 6rst 
time since the revolution this denial took 
place. Nay, the sentiment that prevail- 
ed even previous to the revolution, when 
attempts were made to seize our Charter, 
shewed how tenacious our aiicestoi's were 
of every thing connected with the right 
of petitioning. In order to illustrate 
that sentiment, the Worthy Member 
read the following extract ficm the speech 



